
 

 

 

This is a day of new beginnings, 

time to remember and move on, 

time to believe what love is bringing, 

laying to rest the pain that's gone. 

Fall 2022 

These are the words from a favorite hymn. The change in the season is all around and September brings a sense of 

new beginnings, too. Our refreshing and remodeling time has begun at the Bridge. The new windows were installed 

this spring. A big thank you to all who helped with the finances. The kitchen is under construction right now. A new 

front porch floor and siding were completed by a great work group from St. Paul’s. We are moving on. Please enjoy 

the words of the hymn “This is a Day of New Beginnings” written by Brian Wren throughout this newsletter. 

 

Something is NEW! Church Union has created a new 501(c)(3), and it is called Kidcelerate! 
We are pulling Kids Meal Network, Reading and Mentoring, and ministry at The Bridge 
under one umbrella. All of our children and youth programing will be in this subgroup. We 
want our kids to be successful and excel! And we believe this name captures that energy. 
Kidcelerate will also be used as we apply for grants and fund raise. Checks for children and 
youth outreach can still be made payable to Church Union.  

KIDCELERATE 



 

 

 

Christ is alive, and goes before us 

to show and share what love can do. 

This is a day of new beginnings; 

our God is making all things new. 

THE BRIDGE AT NORTHVIEW HEIGHTS ESTATES 

The Bridge refers to the property owned by Church Union and located at Northview Heights. We have two buildings, a large 
playground, a stage, a garden, and a greenhouse. Presently the former church building is offering early childhood education to 
neighborhood children in partnership with Pittsburgh Public Schools. Forty children and staff fill that place with joy! 

The Learning Hub in the farmhouse building has hosted six weeks of summer day camp and we are gearing up for our 
afterschool program. Our end of the summer celebration provided each student with a new backpack and school supplies. We 
had a fun family picnic and Sewickley United Methodist provided a free-sale of school clothes, household items, and 
treasures.  

The Learning Hub will begin at the end of September and run three or four days per week. We can use volunteers in this 
program too! Under the effective leadership of Peggy Ward, Tameika Taylor, and Fardosa Abdullahi, children are doing their 
homework, receiving a healthy meal, and having fun!  

Questions? Call Rev. Beth Nelson at (412) 398-7894. 

The new sign at The Bridge at Northview 
Heights—an Outreach Center of The United 
Methodist Church Union! 



 

 

This year, many schools are allowing volunteers back into the school buildings, and the Reading and Mentoring Program is 
coming back in full force! Last school year, we were able to read in five schools, and hope to be back into the rest of our ten 
schools (and maybe more!) this school year. We continue to participate in the Pittsburgh Public School partner network – 
keeping up on the latest news, attending learning sessions, and providing help whenever and wherever we can. Can you spare 
an hour of your week to read with a kiddo or two? We’d love you have you join one of our volunteers group! If you’d like a 
Church Union staff member to come to your church or organization to tell your members about the Reading & mentoring 
Program, please feel free to reach out! Contact Liz at 724-977-8830. 

READING & MENTORING NETWORK 

When summer comes each year, thousands of kids across the Greater Pittsburgh Area are left without consistent access to 
healthy meals. Kids Meal Network (KMN) feeds food-insecure children during the summer months when there is no  
longer the consistent offering of school breakfast and lunch every day. This summer, KMN provided 9,000+ meals to over 
1,000 children at 18 sites throughout Pittsburgh and the surrounding areas. Is your organization interested in becoming a 
KMN site next summer? Give Liz a call at 724-977-8830. 

KIDS MEAL NETWORK 

 

 DAILY BREAD 

Daily Bread has a new address but the same wonderful 
ministry. We are now located at Trinity Lutheran Church, 616 
W North Ave. We are five blocks from our old location and on 
the same side of the street. The kitchen and church 
fellowship hall are only two small steps down, and the place 
is all above ground and bright! There is a nice parking lot on 
the other side of the house next door to the church.  

Daily Bread celebrated the last Sunday at our old location 
with an Ice Cream Truck, sponsored by the good folks at St. 
Paul’s UMC.  

Are you ready to serve the community through this ministry? 
Contact Pastor Bob at 412-953-8852 

In faith we'll gather round the table 

to taste and share what love can do. 

This is a day of new beginnings; 

our God is making all things new. 



 

 

On June 30, 2022, Rev. Larry Homitsky retired from 

ministry at Calvary United Methodist Church. He 

served in the city of Pittsburgh for 14 years with a 

grand total of 46 years of full time ministry. BUT, he 

is not done yet. Rev. Larry is still at the helm of The 

United Methodist Church Union. He is now available 

on Sunday mornings and would love to tell your 

church about the many opportunities to get 

involved in mission to your community and the 

greater Pittsburgh area. He can fill the pulpit on 

Sunday morning or participate in small groups 

throughout the week.  

Call the office at (412) 231-4900 to get Rev. Larry on 

your schedule this fall. 

REV. LARRY HOMITSKY 

office@churchunion.org 

(412) 231-4900 

901 Allegheny Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15233 

churchunion.org 

facebook.com/
UnitedMethodistChurchUnion 

CONTACT US 

Donate 

Now! 

 
THE VISION OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH UNION IS TO 
BE A RESPONSIVE AND 

COLLABORATIVE FORCE THAT 
BRIDGES ACROSS CULTURAL AND 

ECONOMIC CHALLENGES TO 
EMPOWER CHANGE. 
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