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Although we had some warm days in February, Punxsutawney Phil saw his 

shadow and winter is not over yet! Many of our attendees at Daily Bread live 

on the streets, or have to make the hard decision of paying for other 

necessities instead of heating their homes. While the weather is warming up, 

our neighbors are still in need of clothes to keep them warm. In an attempt 

to keep our neighbors out of the cold, we are putting the coffee pot on and 

allowing them to come inside earlier than our posted hours. Please consider 

donating the following items to help keep our neighbors warm: 

 New t-shirts, socks, and underwear in all sizes  

 Gloves, hats, scarves and hand warmers  

 Coffee, creamer, and sugar 

 Canned and prepackaged foods 

If you cannot bring us your gifts in person, consider a 

monetary donation to keep this great outreach going.  

Contact Pastor Bob Maravalli for more information. 

DAILY BREAD  

As Church Union continues to grow and 
expand, so do our work camp 
opportunities! There is lots of work to be 
done this spring and summer, such as: 

 Landscaping 
 Gardening 
 Painting 
 Programming with children and seniors 

citizens  

Work sites are varied and will include 
Warren United Methodist Church, 
Methouse, Metowers, Daily Bread, and The 
Bridge. 

Contact Rev. Beth Nelson for more 
information. 

WORK CAMPS 

VOLUNTEER SPOTLIGHT 
Paula Dahm is an extraordinary volunteer at Daily Bread! She is from Ingomar United 

Methodist Church, and she motivates her church for greater service and ministry 

with the least and the lost. She is passionate in her service, and she is full of energy 

and love! At Christmas this year, as in years past, she organized a party at Daily 

Bread. On the Thursday before Christmas, guests enjoyed a delightful dinner, 

complete with live music, a cookie table, and other goodies. It was such a special 

time, and our guests just kept smiling! 

According to Pastor Bob, Paula “deeply loves the people she serves and knows them 

by name.” She goes the second mile in preparing wonderful, delicious meals for 

those who come through our doors. She spends days caramelizing onions to make 

the green bean casserole extra tasty. That is just one example of her extra giving that 

she does from a heart of love. 

Paula expresses that many folks who are unemployed, under employed, experiencing 

homeless, or living with food insecurities rarely have choices in their lives. That is why 

it is so important to her to offer different kinds of cookies so they can get their 

favorites. These small acts of kindness have a huge impact on others.  

Paula gets it! Her faith enables her to put her love into action. We are very grateful 

for her and for her commitment to Daily Bread!  



 

 

We finally got a new front door for the Farmhouse building! It was delayed 

several times, but it is finally here and installed by our wonderful contractor, Mr. 

Ed Coker. Now a front door may not seem like a big deal, but this front door really 

is a big deal. It is safe and it is welcoming. It is a way to enter into our programs. It 

is a way to get to a place where you are welcome and you belong. Through the 

new perfectly sized window, we can be ready to welcome those who come 

through our door.  

Lots of doors are closed to our kids. There are many cultural barriers that tell our 

kids they are not welcome. All kids are welcome at The Learning Hub! It is our 

prayer that time with us opens many new doors for their future. Tutoring at the 

Hub is vital. Each evening, kids struggle with spelling words and math problems, 

and each evening, tutors help them find answers and learn to spell. We need 

more tutors and welcome volunteers.  

We do not know what new doors will open for our kids because they attend the 

Learning Hub, but we are confident that we are giving them a better chance to 

navigate the world of education. Our beautiful new door is a symbol of great 

things yet to come! We are grateful for those who generously gave financial gifts 

to make a safe haven for those trusted to our care.  

In addition to the new front door, a side door, an internal fire door, and new windows have been installed. 

The kitchen is updated and remodeled! We have new a new floor, new refrigerator, new freezer, new oven and a new prep 

bar. We have also updated our cabinets and stocked the kitchen with supplies. We have a new triple bowl sink and are 

Health Department approved for serving food through the USDA’s Child and Adult Care Food Program. Earlier in February we 

had a new security system installed.  The kitchen updates and security system were made possible from generous grants 

from the Spencer Foundation.  

Though we’ve made a lot of progress at the Farmhouse, there is still plenty to do! We have a bid for much needed 

electrical work that involves the replacement of old lighting, adding security lighting and exit signs, new hall 

way lighting and a new light for the porch. The project is almost $15,000 and is necessary for safety and 

for using the classrooms. Please consider a donation to this fund. When that is complete, the first 

floor of the house will be in great shape, safe and functional. 

Questions? Call Rev. Beth Nelson. 

Special thanks to Pam Honeychurch and the good people at 
Sewickley United Methodist Church. They collected presents for 
The Hub and made sure each child received a personally selected 
gift. The noise level was quite high as gifts were unwrapped. 

There was lots of joy in the room! We are grateful for this 
expression of your love. 

THE BRIDGE AT NORTHVIEW HEIGHTS ESTATES 

UPCOMING MEETINGS  

The United Methodist Church Union annual meeting will be held on March 21, 5:30-7:30 PM at Christ Church, Bethel Park. 

Please contact Cheri Pogue from more details and to RSVP. 



 

 
 

READING AND MENTORING NETWORK 

In January, the Reading and Mentoring Network was able to re-open in three 
more school: Bellevue Elementary, Avalon Elementary, and King Pre-K - 8. It’s 
good to be back in action, and we were greeted with open arms by all of the 
teachers! We were able to get back into these schools mainly due to an 
amazing and enthusiastic team of volunteers from St. Paul’s United Methodist 
Church. Most of the team is reading at all three schools!  

Interested in becoming a Reading Mentor? Contact Liz Martinez. 

KIDS MEAL NETWORK 

Does your church or organization have Vacation Bible School or other children's programming 
over the summer months? As a Sponsor Agency for the USDA’s Summer Food Service 
Program, we can help provide meals to children in eligible areas at little to no cost to you.  

Give Liz a call to see if your program qualifies for free meals. 

THE LEARNING HUB 

Students at The Learning Hub LOVE Tuesdays because that means it’s Fine Art Miracles (FAM) day! Every Tuesday 
afternoon, instructors from FAM come to The Hub to play and create with the students. The classes include Art, Yoga, 
Music & Movement, and FAMbots. Each class costs $120; consider sponsoring a class and help keep the creativity alive! 

As we head into Spring, we’ll be starting a great garden program at The Bridge. In addition to a community 
garden, this will be an outdoor classroom for The Learning Hub. We received a generous grant from the 
Spencer Foundation and we are getting ready to clean up, clear more land, build a 6 foot high fence, 
and create the best garden ministry possible! We have lots of tools and are looking for partners. We 
need labor as well as cash and plants!  

Looking to put your green thumb to work? Contact Cheri Pogue.  

KIDCELERATE 

 

CLAYSHOOT—FUNRAISING EVENT 

Join us to support the Kidcelerate Annual Sporting Clays Event on Friday, May 19, 2023 at Seven Springs Sporting Clays. We 
are asking for donations, gift certificates, merchandise, and other generous givings for the Raffle Basket Auction.  

If you’re able to donate, please call Rev. Beth Nelson to arrange a drop-off time, or mail the item to  Kidcelerate, 901 
Allegheny Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15233. Learn more about the event and register online at www.kidcelerare.org. 



 

 

STAFF SPOTLIGHT 

office@churchunion.org 

(412) 231-4900 

901 Allegheny Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15233 

churchunion.org 

facebook.com/
UnitedMethodistChurchUnion 

Meet Cheri Pogue, Church Union’s Chief Operations Officer. 

Cheri has been with Church Union for nine years. She started on a temporary basis 

and was soon a most valuable leader in almost every area of our ministry. After a 

couple of years, we would laugh when she would ask if she was still temporary. It did 

not take long for Cheri to put her heart and faith into action at CU.  

During her years as a program director, she created much needed structure and 

developed policies and procedures that enable our organization to run more 

smoothly. Her role with the staff has been one of an enabler, coach, cheerleader, 

challenger, and friend. Most recently, Cheri has worked on an employment manual, 

pulling together all staff under the same policies. This is a great example of her 

passion to create a firm foundation so we can continue to thrive. 

Today, Cheri holds the staff and ministry together in the day-to-day operations. She oversees, structures, and continues to 

strengthen the staff. Presently, she is working on a Certificate in Professional Coaching from Duquesne University. Her 

personal gifts make that a perfect choice! Cheri graduated from Penn State with a degree in Microbiology, and then a Masters 

in Management.  

She is married to Frank, her Hubby of 36 years! They have 2 beautiful and talented daughters, Chelsea and Erin, who are both 

recently married. They have 2 Westies named Finn & Angus and they also have grand dogs. Cheri’s hobbies include 

painting, knitting, zentangle, reading (3 books at a time), gardening, and cooking delightful things and eating 

them! She is a delightful hostess and excels at hospitality.  

Cheri walked into our office one day and asked if there was a place to get involved. Nine years later, we 

cannot imagine Church Union without her! 

CONTACT US 

Donate 

Now! 

 
THE VISION OF THE UNITED 

METHODIST CHURCH UNION IS TO 
BE A RESPONSIVE AND 

COLLABORATIVE FORCE THAT 
BRIDGES ACROSS CULTURAL AND 

ECONOMIC CHALLENGES TO 
EMPOWER CHANGE. 
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Cheryl Pogue    
Chief Operating Officer 
(412) 231-4900 Ext. 106 
Cpogue@churchunion.org 

Carrie Gray  
Controller 
(412) 231-4900 Ext. 104 
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Elizabeth Martinez  
Program Manager 
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Rev. Bob Maravalli  
Director of Daily Bread 
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bobmaravalli@gmail.com 
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Financial Manager 
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Rev. Beth L. Nelson  
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Outreach 
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Joyce Opp 
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(412) 231-4900 Ext. 104 
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Terry Lyon 
Chief Financial Officer 
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Karen Dempsey  
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