
 

 

In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

Earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

Snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

In the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

Enjoy the words from the poem ‘A Christmas Carol’ by Christina Rossetti throughout this newsletter 

In the summer of 2021, KMN provided 18,000+ 
meals to over 1,000 children at 24 sites throughout 
Pittsburgh and the surrounding areas.  

One of our goals for the summer of 2022 is to help 
sites provide fun, exciting, socially-distant 
programming to keep kiddos coming back for more. 
We’re envisioning Vacation Bible School, art 
programs, music programs, etc. A lot of our sites are 
small, local churches with limited resources. We’ll 
be relying on volunteers like you to help with this 
programming initiative! 

Are you interested in providing programming at 
KMN sites this summer? Contact Liz at 724-977-8830 
or emartinez@churchunion.org 

Property Update 
We are so grateful for the outpouring of generosity in helping us with 
new doors and windows for the old farmhouse building. We have 
secured the financial resources for all 28 windows, 5 classroom doors 
and a new front door and side door! We must give a special shout out 
to the Board of Directors of The United Methodist Foundation of PA 
for adding to our requests and putting us over the top with a grant!  It 
is heart warming and awe inspiring to see what the body of Christ can 
do when we work together. Thank you again for your gifts.  

The Learning Hub 
Every Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday afternoon, you will see 
around 15 kids, running down the hill from the school bus and excited 
to be at the Learning Hub. Under the leadership of Ms. Peggy Ward, 
these kids are thriving! Their teachers notice the difference. Their 
report cards reflect their achievements. The picture shows the gold 
stars of those kids making high honors!  We are proud of them.  

Want to meet some really neat kids? We can use your help. please 
contact Rev. Nelson at 412-398-7894  or bnelson@churchunion.org 

Winter 2022 

KIDS MEAL NETWORK THE BRIDGE 

We’re back! Not at full-capacity, but we are officially 
back in a few schools with our Reading & Mentoring 
Network. We were even able to send home 1,200+ 
books with students over the winter break.  

As more and more schools allow outside 
organizations back into their buildings, we’ll need 
more volunteers! While we wait for that day to 
come, you can start the process of becoming a 
Reading Mentor by renewing or obtaining your 
clearances. For more information on how to obtain 
the clearances needed to volunteer with children in 
the state of PA, go to www.dhs.pa.gov/
KeepKidsSafe/Clearances. 

Interested in becoming a Reading Mentor? Contact 
Liz at 724-977-8830 or emartinez@churchunion.org 

READING & MENTORING 



 

 

The time between Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day and Valentine’s Day is about 28 days. That 
number connects the justice that Rev. King preached and 
lived and the extra love that is shared on the holiday that 
celebrates love. Justice and love are very important actions 
in our faith journey. Last year we marked 28 plus days of 
working with Warren United Methodist Church in their 
renovation project. This year we are challenging you to join 
us in 28 acts of caring at our 2 senior high-rise buildings. 

Parkview Towers in Munhall and Metowers in Avalon are 
two great communities of older citizens. As with many older 
folks, they do not get out as much, especially during COVID. 
Many have struggled and some are just a little lonely. They 
need a little more excitement in their lives and that is where 
you come in. We are hoping for 28 acts of caring for our 
seniors. Can you help? 

Ideas:  St. Patrick Day parties, Bingo games with small prizes, 
teaching a craft, decorating a seasonal bulletin board, having 
a picnic or a cookout, sharing a hymn sing,  help plant a 
garden, help make door decorations, show a movie and pop 
some popcorn,  provide an ice cream social, share your 
musical talents, bring your choir and do a concert,   Pumpkin 
carving, cookie decorating, Christmas carol in July or 
December, and the list can go on. There are some work 
projects available too. Groups can be small  or large. Talk to 
your groups. Youth groups, scout troops, men’s groups, 
women’s groups, choirs, and individuals are all welcome. 

Interested in spreading some cheer and sharing some love, 
please call or email Rev. Beth Nelson at 412-398-7894 or 
bnelson@churchunion.org. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Pictures above were taken pre-pandemic. All United 
Methodist Church Union programs continue to follow COVID-
19 safety guidelines as recommended by the CDC. 

 

What can I give Him, poor as I am? 

If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 

If I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 

Yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 



 

 

thank you 



 

 

office@churchunion.org 

(412) 231-4900 

971 Beech Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15233 

churchunion.org 

facebook.com/
UnitedMethodistChurchUnion 

CONTACT US 

UNITED METHODIST 

CHURCH UNION 

P.O. BOX 100086 
PITTSBURGH, PA 15233 

Donate 

Now! 

 

THE VISION OF THE UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH UNION IS TO BE 
A RESPONSIVE AND COLLABORATIVE 

FORCE THAT BRIDGES ACROSS 
CULTURAL AND ECONOMIC 

CHALLENGES TO EMPOWER CHANGE. 

It was a cold, cold, January, and we are so thankful for the many contributions that have been received from churches and in-
dividuals to help our folks deal with the challenges of winter. A special THANK YOU to: 

DAILY BREAD 

 St. Paul’s: 350+ hand knitted scarfs and hats 

 Dultilh Church: Coats and hoodies 

 Christ United Methodist Church: gloves and gift cards to Rite Aid 
for our men and women to get their prescriptions filled 

 Sara Doughtery from the Mt. Lebanon Lutheran Church: hand-
made blankets, shoes, boots, and survival kits. 

 Grace Church: 100+ pair of boots for our men and women. 

 Ingomar Church: hosted a Christmas party with cookies, gift bags 
for each person, and individually wrapped presents for over 45 
children 

 Tom from the Mt. Lebanon United Methodist Church: a monthly 
written devotion for our men and women. 

 The 10 year-old from the South Hills who started a non-profit: 
1500 pair of heavy winter socks 

So many of you have helped fulfill our mission to show love upon love and grace beyond measure! It really is overwhelming. 
Thank you to all who come out week after week to provide love and the best food in the city for our men and women. I am 
grateful that every Sunday is filled this year, but we do need churches for the first Tuesday of every month to prepare food 
and serve.  Please contact Pastor Bob at 412-953-8852 if you can sign up for a date.  


